highest anguish she decides she will order from the room service her
solitary dinner of carrots. The waiter brings the carrot dish. The
woman shouts, "Take it away! That is not how I like my carrots.
Bring me proper creamed puree of carrots!" Half an hour later the
waiter returns with another carrot dish. "Take it away!" the woman
yells again. "That is not the way to send up carrot puree.'9 A third
time the waiter brings in a dish of carrots, and a third time the
woman yells at the waiter, who, by now, has had enough. Aiming
at the white satin decolletage, he throws the scalding dish. By the
time the manager appears, the waiter has already left, doubtless to
receive another job at a nearby hotel. The manager is unable to
placate the woman by suggesting that the hotel will be only too
pleased to pay for a doctor to attend her scalded decolletage and to
provide a replica of her new white satin gown.
Another hotel manager told me, though what powers of persuasion
he used he did not disclose, that once he had to try to persuade a
woman perched on the window ledge, thirty floors above the street,
not to commit suicide. After six hours of concentrated effort he was
successful, and the woman crawled back to comparative safety.
m
Most New York buses are operated by a single man, who com-
bines the functions of driver and conductor. Above his head is a
notice: "Please do not address the Operator while the Car is in
Motion." No wonder; for not only must he drive through a fast-
moving mass of traffic, but, simultaneously, he must open and shut
the doors with foot-levers and give passengers their change. The
passenger drops a nickel through a small hole from which by a
complicated course it proceeds through a glass box and lies there for
all to see. Now the operator opens a trap-door which tosses the coin
into an elaborate testing-machine. When it has successfully passed
this ordeal, the driver-conductor decides to release it from the bottom
of the coin-collecting device, to be placed in the change-maker
attached conveniently at hand. Out of this he can subsequently select
any change he requires by pressing a releasing lever under the tube
holding the proper coin, there being several tubes for various coin
denominations. This lengthy process continues while the bus is in
motion, although it stops every hundred yards down the avenue.
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